Wild and Scenic River Studies in New

Hampshire and New England
by Jamie Fosburgh

. The northeastern portion of the
United States is blessed with an outsianding
‘and diversecomptementofrivers and streams.
Thereare great rivers such as the Connecticut
and Merrimack, andhere are a plethora of in-
limate sireams, and everything in-between.
For centuries, these waterways have fucled
both e region's development andis aman
spirit. They

Sysiem. Beginning with its name, the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System has
been associated with large, pristine rivers
managed by the federal as park

more recently through & successful study and. - The Study Process.
designason on tho Wildea: River in Jackson,
NH, the [~ itics work in parmership

mlocﬂnudluddemmﬂmmeplrucw
jars of New England rivers. Just a few weeks
280 the firia) approvals were cast for a Wild
and Scenic designation and locaily-based

and other participunts in Wild and Scenic
River Studies 1o study river resources and set
acleardirection for future river management.
This process is worked through withall of the

Tocal, staie, and

units and dominated by federal lands, and,
thisisin fact the case on many westem rivers
which are included in the System, and which
16 dominated by federallands.

|ole|y wilitarian (waier supply, hydmpowu.

of the System does
ot leave ruuch raom for the New England

welymunmn.lm.unhum,mmuw

and with cultural and econnmlc vniuel ona

uses q\ully.

Concems over the ability of the *

National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sysiem 1o
‘embrace this type of diverse heritage is a part

par with

But, perceptions do change, md he
System i designed with ample flexibility 10
accommodate all types of rivers. Through an
early, and now widely perceived as success-

Connecticut. i
the Concord, Sudbury, and Assabet Rivers

federal ‘bodics, as well as citi-
2ens, riparian landowners, and imeresied/

of the reason why so

l'nl
and

the

in 2 Wild and Sceni putnership with
the National Purk Service. And cumrenily,

Each river is different, and each has
itsown btend of natural and cultucal resources

7

the Concord River in

Wild and Scenic Rivers Around
New Englaml ’

New Hampshis in various
mwulpmclpmm i Park.

Each also has its own

Service on segments of the Lamprey and
Merrimack Rivers, and have recently com-
pleted a Study of the Pemigewssset River.
Comumunities along all of these New England
rivers have tuned toward Wild and Seemic

and

unique sesource ‘comsext, often
including specific areas of conflict, as well as
special areas of uwealized Gpportunity. The
Wild aid Scenic Study period offers 2 fo-
‘cused time 1 explore the particwlars of each
river. The Park Service recognizes and em-

deal with resource controver-

mdwmunuchmw

sies, thal are beyond the grasp of local and
evea stae governmentl bodies, Subsequent

i ith bout
where and how 1 focus siudy resources.
‘The final stage of the sy process

communities and study partners desire the
: . e Wil -

is to pull together phan based
mmexuulumrndmgam-mly For

Rivers program to achieve longlerm maniage-
ment

For example, on the Wildcat River
in Jackson, NH, the community sought botha

jew d ers, the plams are built
around local and siate lcvel implementation,
uilizing existing authoritics mmd processes.
Desigration asa federnlly prosecied Wild and
Scenic River is looked ai a8 s option (0

study largely
on g desire 10 protect the free-flowing river
from hydroelectric dlmmln;. “The study o

iod placed

iss goals, and to fll any other gaps that could
1ot be resolved otherwise. The decision 10

e hrabit

Ief
inciuding habitat of the Grear

Meedows Nasional Wildiife Refuge.

Proposed wal
canoeists idm) and fish h the Flrldll‘lal River in Connecticur. A
the Wild,

bave right and

and Scente Study

provided resources and expen assistance in
developing and implcmenting a compreben-
siveriver conservation plan, Atthe end of the
study period the commmumity voled unani-
mously to suppont Wild and Scenic designa-

an assessment of specific river resources and
the importance of the posential federal Wild
and Scenic provisions in the comext of the

iver plan. In sddition, it
udupohcyomul’nksavmwmmnrel
clear

thercby permaneruly protect the frec-flow of
the river - an oulcome that would otherwise

of local support (gener-
ally Town Mecting vote, or endorscment by
\he governing body) before 8 designation will

On the Farmington River in Con-
‘necticut, the issue beyond lfocal control re-
Tated to proposed water diversions 10 feed
Hanford’s growing thisst. The study peri
allowed for detailed and professional consid-
eration of this and assaciated resource issues,
of acompre-

be formalty
Limsits of Federal Protaction

Wild and Scenic River designation,
IldlheAmnwlwmchnhu can only

bensiveriver conservationplan. Votesin favor
it "1

erally beyond the influence of either state or

castby all of the communities which had been
nmuaund by the withdrawals (upstream
opted out of

cies have substantial jurisdiciion over navi-
pblcw.wy:ornzu.-ueuswu these

designation based o both the lack m -
nent threat and unfounded fears spread by
“Wise Use™ affiliates), and appropriae legis-
Lation will s00n be introduced in Congress.

i civer
comenmm eﬂom. But Ihzy represent only
ane piece of the river conservakion pic.

For exemple, the federal govern-
‘ment carmot regulate water atlocation deci-
sions (constiwtionally reserved for the staies)



The Wild and Scenic Lamprey River

not lost upon the organizers of such attacks
thay, by responding to them, the Park Service
lends legitimacy 10 their outrageous siate-
ments.

Another, panticularly destructive
‘goal of their tactics is 10 destroy the critical
sdy parmerships,around which our studies
are based, by crealing a contentious, “us vs.
them"™ awmosphere. The goal is to equate the
Park Service's presence generically with a

Both rout and bass draw angiers 0 the
Lamprey River.

with all interested and affectod panies al
government, privale, and individusl levels.
Such pannerships produce strong, broadly
supponed plans forrivermanagemem thatare
based upon the best availabic resouece infor-
mation, and upon a wide range of perspec-
tives.

Wild and Scenic designation can be
#n imporiant component of such comprehen-
siverivermanagement, Throughdesignation,

and even worse,

Canoeists enjoy scenic, summerlong
canoeing on the Lamprey River, with
Class I and Class 111 white water in

shared river

uelh and lmglillm 10 20 Cx1M ROt other-

sion, the study process, pannenhips, and

resource investi peesent am outstand-

|nwonmuywmkemenmd-ponm
and culwrl river values.

Jamie Fosburg is the Natiomsd Park Serv-
fce Project Manager of the Merrimackand *
Lamprey Wid and Scemic River Studies,
15 State Street, Boston, MA 02199, (617)
235131

early spring.
one which is a pawn of a poweful environ-
‘Thar's an casy
“them” 10 attack as compared with the reali-
ties of local Wild and Scenic policies which
[People share the remarkably unspotled | are being explored at the request of local i
Lamprey River with many speciesof | commuriticsandin full partnesship with them.

wildlife, including the beaver who
dropped this tree. Conctusion
Ttis the poicy of the National Park
Service 10 pursue Wild and Scenic River
) studics in as close cooperation as possible
groups from spreadinga , f~

and i "
of privae lands (also constiwtionalty reserved
for the states and their political subdivisions),
Therefore. ive i i

maze of rumors and ccusalions to Uic con-
trary. Such persistent and false accusations

must be a pansership effon, with mos day-

played a significant role in
community decisions against Wild and Soe-

to-day s
the state and local communities and riparian
landowners. .

n
NH, and the Massachusctts portion of the
Farmaington. Among other things, ey spread

regu-

latians for feteally owned lands wihin Na:

vation, It is slso an area totally beyond the
scope of federal jurisdiction, with or without
Wild and Scenic River sutus. The grly thing
hat the federal governmenn can do 10 control

tignal Packs,

rules that would be imposcd on riverfront
landowners afier designation. ﬂuydmud
\hat all businesses within ripaian comman
ies would need federal permits 10 operaie,

that the federal

lands or

market value.

Anti-Environmental Attacks

This simple fact has not prevenied

ownership of firears and the right 10 hunt
would be taken away, and 50 on, and 50 on.

‘The sheer volume of auack and the
constantneed to be on the defensive has made
countering, such abuse difficult a1 best. It is

The Wild and Scenic Merrimack River

The istoric Sewell’s Folls breached
dam on the Merrimack River in
Corcord. A proposel to build aarger
dese downstream of this sike shrowiened
‘anadromous fisk restorasien plass,
agricuiture and historic and
archeologicel slies..

Prime agricultural bomomiands along
the Merrimack River, National Pork
Service Wild and Scenic Fiadings
embrace this imporsnt use a3 an
“oussianding resource valne"..

Canoeisis on the upper Mervimack in
Boscawenand Canterbury. The rweple of
Boscawen's First Congregatiensl
Church rises in the background..




